
2000-2001 GEPA Sample Form
Language Arts

Scoring Key

Item #
Correct
Answer Content Skill*

Writing Task A See rubric Generating Text
1 B Recognition of Central Idea or Theme
2 A Recognition of Supporting Details
3 B Extrapolation of Information/Following Directions
4 C Recognition of Text Organization
5 A Paraphrasing/Retelling
6 C Recognition of a Purpose for Reading
7 B Prediction of Tentative Meanings
8 D Drawing Conclusions
9 C Drawing Conclusions

10 D Interpretation of Conventions of Print
11 See rubric Recognition of Supporting Details
12 See rubric Drawing Conclusions
13 A Recognition of Supporting Details
14 A Recognition of Supporting Details
15 B Extrapolation of Information/Following Directions
16 D Drawing Conclusions
17 B Paraphrasing/Retelling
18 C Paraphrasing/Retelling
19 A Prediction of Tentative Meanings
20 D Forming of Opinions
21 D Drawing Conclusions
22 A Drawing Conclusions
23 See rubric Forming of Opinions
24 See rubric Questioning

Writing Task B See rubric Generating Text
Revise/Edit See rubric Generating Text

Scoring Instructions

Official scores for open-ended items on a live test are derived from two independent readings of each student
response.  If you do not plan to use a second scorer, simply assign the same score twice.  Responses that are
unintelligible, not in English, off topic, not responsive, or only a partial fragment are assigned a score of zero points.
If you have difficulty deciding on a score point or feel a particular response lies between two score points on the
rubric, you may assign “split” scores (i.e., 2 and 3). Based on the item type, the two scores are either added together
or averaged (which can result in half-points) in computing the total number of points earned.

To compute the total score, add the following:

• Score for Writing Task A (average of two scores – minimum of 0 or 2 points, maximum of 6 points
possible)

• One point for each correct answer on multiple-choice items (maximum of 20 points possible)
• Scores for open-ended items 11, 12, 23, and 24 (average of two scores for each item – minimum of 0,

maximum of 4 points possible for each item or 16 total maximum points possible)
• Score for Writing Task B (sum of two scores - minimum of 0 or 2 points, maximum of 12 points possible)
• Score for Revise/Edit Task (sum of two scores - minimum of 0 points, maximum of 8 points possible)

Total of 62 maximum points possible.

*Refer to the Directory of Test Specifications and Sample Items for the Elementary School Proficiency Assessment
(ESPA), Grade Eight Proficiency Assessment (GEPA) and High School Proficiency Assessment (HSPA) in Language
Arts Literacy, published by the New Jersey Department of Education in February, 1998 for further information.



2000-2001 GEPA Sample Form
Language Arts

Score Interpretation Guide

The New Jersey Department of Education is pleased to provide the 2000-2001 GEPA Sample Forms as tools for gauging
student achievement prior to the live administration of these tests.  Although the sample forms contain previously
tested items and are built to specifications similar to the “real” test, they are not the “real” test.  As such, these sample
forms are not intended to predict student scores on the GEPA.  There are several reasons for this:

1. Student performance on these or any test will vary from day to day.
2. The sample forms will be given under less standardized conditions than the conditions used for the live tests.
3. The sample forms will be scored locally without the extensive training and accuracy controls used to score

the live tests.
4. Continued instruction will occur in the time between the administration of the sample form and the live test.

However, these sample forms can be used to screen for students who may have difficulty reaching the Proficient
level.  Also, by examining items that a student or group of students (e.g., a classroom) answer incorrectly, teachers
can identify possible strengths and weaknesses in specific skills.  The scoring key provides links to the Core
Curriculum Content Standards and the Directory of Test Specifications and Sample Items to help you understand the
content, skill and process domains that each item represents.

Individual student performance on these sample forms can be interpreted as follows:

Level Score Range Indication
1 0 – 27.5 There is a good chance that the student would not

score at the Proficient level.
2 28 – 35 There is a good chance that the student would score

just above or just below the Proficient level cut-score.
3 35.5 – 62 There is a good chance that the student is at or above

the Proficient level

The New Jersey Department of Education highly recommends that teachers use sample form results as only one
piece of information when determining the instructional needs of a student or group of students.





SCORE SCALE  POINT  1

The response indicates an INADEOUATE COMMAND of written language. The writing
samples in this category:

CONTENT/
ORGANIZATION

may not have an opening and/or a closing. These papers are
on topic and demonstrate at least a minimal attempt to respond to
the topic by stating a subject or giving a list of subjects. Some of
the lengthier papers are disorganized, making them consistently,
difficult to follow. Others will relate to the topic but will hav,e an
uncertain focus. In these papers the reader has to infer what the
focus is. The overriding characteristic of many of these papers is
a lack of control with no sense of planning. Details may be
random. inappropriate. or barely apparent.

USAGE may display severe/numerous errors in usage. This includes
problems in tense formation. subject-verb agreement. pronoun
usage and agreement, word choice. and use of proper modifiers.

SENTENCE
CONSTRUCTION

may demonstrate an assortment of grammatically incorrect/incomplete
sentences and/or incorrect rhetorical modes. Statements may be either
incoherent or unintelligible.

MECHANICS may display errors in mechanics so severe as to detract from the
meaning of the response.



SCORE SCALE POINT 2

This response indicates a LIMITED COMMAND of written language. The writing samples in
this category:

CONTENT/
ORGANIZATION

may not have an opening and/or a closing. These responses will
exhibit an attempt at organization. In other words. there will be
some evidence the writer attempted to control the details. The
responses relate to the topic, but in some papers, the writer drifts
away from the primary focus or abruptly shifts focus. In other
papers, there is a single focus, but there are few, if any, transitions.
making it difficult to move from idea to idea. Details are presented
with little. if any, elaboration--highlight papers.

USAGE may have numerous problems with usage, but they are not totally
out of control.

SENTENCE may demonstrate excessive monotony in syntax and/or rhetorical
CONSTRUCTION modes. There may be numerous errors in sentence construction.

MECHANICS may display, numerous serious errors in mechanics.



SCORE SCALE  POINT  3

This response indicates a PARTIAL COMMAND of written language. The writing samples in
this category:

CONTENT/
ORGANIZATION

may not have an opening and/or a closing. The responses relate to the
topic and usually have a single focus. Some of these papers
may drift from the focus or abruptly shift focus; however, in these
papers, at least one of the subjects focused upon clearly meets the
criteria for a 3. For example: some 3 papers are sparse--they have
several details with a little elaboration, but they are organized and
controlled; some 3 papers will ramble somewhat, repeating ideas
resulting in a lengthy response that otherwise would be sparse: and
other 3 papers have elaborated ideas and details, but the writing
sample is interrupted by organizational flaws/lapses or by a lack of
transition between ideas or between clusters of ideas.

USAGE may display a pattern(s) of errors in usage

SENTENCE
CONSTRUCTION

may demonstrate little variety in syntax structure and/or rhetorical
modes. There may be errors in sentence construction.

MECHANICS may display a pattern(s) of errors in mechanics



SCORE  SCALE  POINT 4

The response indicates an ADEOUATE COMMAND of written language. The writing samples
in this category:

CONTENT/
ORGANIZATION

generally will have an opening and a closing. The responses relate
to the topic. They have a single focus and are organized. There is
little, if any. difficulty moving from idea to idea. Ideas may
ramble somewhat, and clusters of ideas may be loosely connected;
however, an overall progression is apparent. In some papers.
development is uneven, consisting of elaborated ideas interspersed
with bare. unelaborated details.

USAGE

SENTENCE
CONSTRUCTION

MECHANICS

may display some errors in usage. but no consistent pattern is
apparent.

may demonstrate a generally correct sense of syntax. They avoid
excessive monotony in syntax and/or rhetorical modes. There may
be a few errors in sentence construction.

may display some errors in mechanics, but these errors will not
constitute a consistent pattern, nor do they interfere with the
meaning of the response.



SCORE SCALE  POINT  5

This response indicates a STRONG COMMAND of written language. The writing samples in
this category:

CONTENT/
ORGANIZATION

have an opening and a closing. The responses relate to the topic
and have a single focus. They are organized and progress logically
from beginning to end. The key ideas are developed with appropriate
and varied details. Clusters of ideas are strongly connected. Some
writers take compositional risks and are, for the most part, successful.
Although these papers are flawed, they have a sense of completeness
and unity.

USAGE have few errors in usage

SENTENCE
CONSTRUCTION

demonstrate syntactic and verbal sophistication through an effectivre
variety of sentences and/or rhetorical modes. There are few. if any-.
errors in sentence construction.

MECHANICS have few errors in mechanics.



SCORE SCALE  POINT 6

This response indicates a SUPERIOR COMMAND of written language. The writing samples
in this category:

CONTENT/
ORGANIZATION

have an opening and closing. The responses relate to the topic and
have a single, distinct focus. They are well-developed, complete
compositions that are organized and progress logically from beginning
to end. A variety of cohesive devices are present, resulting in a fluent
response. Many of these writers take compositional risks resulting in
highly effective, vivid, explicit. and/or pertinent responses.

USAGE have very fevv. if any, errors in usage.

SENTENCE
CONSTRUCTION

demonstrate syntactic and verbal sophistication through an effective
variety of sentences and/or rhetorical modes. There will be very few.
if any, errors in sentence construction.

MECHANICS have very few, if any, errors in mechanics.





































































































































































\ GEPA Language Arts
Item: 11
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GEPA Language Arts

Item: 11
Score: 4

A “4” response would identify a source of stress (e.g., the pressures of the author’s job in the
fishing industry) and offer a specific, detailed explanatio n, anchored with information from
the text, for that stress in the author’s life.  In addition, a “4” response would recognize that both
the author’s economic and domestic situations impose competing stresses that become a “Catch-
22” for him and provide information from the text to support an explanation of the second source
of stress.  Finally, a “4” response would move the discussion to a higher level of abstraction,
offering insights not stated by the author but anchored in the text.  These insights might focus on
the interaction of stress or on the competing worlds of work and home life.























GEPA Language Arts

Item: 12
Score: 4

A “4” response would recognize that the author’s comments would be tempered by his newfound
sensitivity to his wife’s feelings.  Therefore, any statements attributed to the author would
acknowledge the two distinct contexts (e.g., that of the fishing industry and the general public)
and recognize the opposing (the general public’s) viewpoint without rancor or drama.  The
statements might attempt to demonstrate that the author himself has different views of Orcas,
depending on the context in which he is thinking about them.  A “4” response would explain the
reasons for this approach, providing a summary of pertinent information from the text but also
offering explanatory insights – not stated by the author but anchored in the text – about human
nature.
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Item: 23

PLEASE DO NOT WRITE IN THIS AREA
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Item: 23
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Item: 23
Score: 4
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LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY - PA Score: 4
READING OPEN-ENDE Sample#:  2

I I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

e fwl.h.b+rr~ .+ua l frf3 tih
C
uwol//dn

h WOUlA) &? 1 cd IhL.3!ic-&~-&&--~~  d +p&

I Page 9





Revise/Edit
Scoring Rubric

Score Point Zero:

Makes an insufficient attempt to revise and edit, or makes an attempt but the result does
not make any improvement to the original text (it may be of a similar quality to the
original, or worse, due to the introduction of new errors).

Score Point One:

Attends to surface features (may correct some errors in capitalization, spelling,
punctuation, sentence formation, usage, word omissions, etc., but does not improve the
clarity, meaning, and/or fluency of the original text).

Score Point Two:

Shows a general sense of the need for both revising and editing to improve the original
text. Corrects errors (as above) and also revises to improve the clarity, meaning, and/or
fluency of at least some portions of the original text. The revision may be uneven (may
introduce some new minor errors or may leave portions of the text unimproved).  Despite
some unevenness, the result will show a clear improvement of the original text.

Score Point Three:

Shows a clear sense of the need for both revising and editing to improve the original text.
Corrects errors (as above) and also revises to clarify meaning and/or improve the fluency
of the original text.  Although there may be some weaknesses in the revision, there is a
sense of attention to the whole of the text, which improves its clarity, unity, and meaning.
The strengths will clearly outweigh the weaknesses of the revision.

Score Point Four:

Shows a clear sense of the need for both revising and editing to improve the original text.
Corrects errors (as above) and also revises to clarify meaning and/or improve the fluency
of the original text.  There is a clear attention to the whole of the text, resulting in a
strong improvement in clarity, unity, meaning, and purpose.  There may be minor
weaknesses in the revision, but these will be greatly outweighed by its overall strength
and sophistication.
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